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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 110
pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.2in.A Turn in the Road by Sarah Strange is a brilliant illustration of the
former. The 63 poems chronicle the death of her husband, her gradual acceptance of the loss and the eventual
triumph of finding love again. It is an authentic and beautiful portrait of a human being. The diary-like format
aids exceptionally well the poetess description of her husbands brave but silent fight with terminal illness and
the pretend-objectivity that the format dictates, the interspersed images of the daily routines of a contented
married life convey all the stronger her own anxiety and suEering. It is striking how the poems are redolent of
honesty; the unashamed focus on herself, the depression and loneliness, her finances and jobs, the femininity.
Indeed, perhaps the most endearing quality of her verse is their touching femininity; the thoughts of clothes and
shopping, the unremitting female insecurity about looks and the conviction that her pain and emptiness will
end once a loving mate is found. Sarah Strange has been writing poems since the age of seven and with her
literature-tuned husband they regularly exchanged poems of love. It shows. Her use of language is rich but also
wonderfully accessible and while she expertly varies her rhyme schemes they remain enticingly musical. The
colourful but easy complexity of her imaginative connotations is something to behold. Writing, for example,
about their last holiday in Barbados, her reference to the Trades that many a sail have trimmed evokes not just
the slave trade and the southern hemisphere trade winds but also the joy of sailing oE the Caribbean coast. Her
aphorisms - even the culture-based ones such as Carpe Diem or its now not then, a...
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