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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This report provides a graphical overview of historical trends in
discretionary budget authority (BA) from FY1977 through FY2016, preliminary estimates for FY2017 spending,
and the levels reflecting the President s proposals for FY2018 through FY2022 using data from the FY2018 budget
submission released on May 23, 2017. This report, by illustrating trends in broad budgetary categories, provides
a starting point for discussions about fiscal priorities. Other CRS products analyze spending trends in specific
functional areas. Functional categories (e.g., national defense, agriculture, etc.) provide a means to compare
federal funding for activities within broad policy areas that often cut across several federal agencies.
Subfunction categories provide a finer division of funding levels within narrower policy areas. Spending in this
report is measured and illustrated in terms of discretionary budget authority as a percentage of gross domestic
product (GDP). Measuring spending as a percentage of GDP in effect controls for inflation and population
increases. A flat line on such graphs indicates that spending has increased at the same rate as overall economic
growth. In some cases, rescissions, offsetting receipts, or budgetary scorekeeping adjustments result in negative
budget authority. Discretionary spending is provided and controlled through appropriations acts, which
provide budget authority to fund many of the activities commonly associated with such federal government
functions as running executive branch agencies, congressional offices and agencies, and international
operations of the government. Essentially all spending on federal wages and salaries is discretionary.
Administrative costs for entitlement programs such as Social Security are generally funded by discretionary
spending, while mandatory spending-not shown in figures presented in this report-generally funds the benefits
provided through those programs. For some federal programs, such as surface transportation, the division of
funding into...
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