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University of Arizona Press, United States, 2007. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New
Book. Angel was born in Arizona and is part of the in-crowd. She likes clubbing, dancing, and going to car
shows. Betzayra is from Mexico City and, despite polio-related disabilities, is the confident group leader of the
Mexican girls. Arturo is also from Mexico City; he dresses more fashionably than most other boys and is taunted
by the Chicanos. Evelyn was born in Arizona, but her mother was from Mexico and she hangs out with Mexican
kids because she thinks they?re nicer than Chicanos. How these and some two dozen other young Latinas and
Latinos interact forms the basis of a penetrating new study of identity formation among Mexican-origin border
youths, taking readers directly into their world to reveal the labyrinth they navigate to shape their identities. For
Latina/o adolescents who already find life challenging, the borderland is a place that presents continual
aDirmations of and contradictions about identity?questions of who is more Mexican than American or vice
versa. This book analyzes the construction of Mexicana/o and Chicana/o identities through a four-year
ethnographic study in a representative American high school. It reveals how identity politics impacts young
people s forms of communication and the cultural spaces they occupy in the school setting. By showing how
identities are created and directly influenced by the complexities of geopolitics and sociocultural influences, it
stresses the largely unexplored divisions among youths whose identities are located along a wide continuum of
?Mexicanness.? Through in-depth interviews and focus groups with both Mexicana/o and Chicana/o students,
Cynthia Bejarano explores such topics as the creation of distinct styles that reinforce diDerences between the
two groups; the use of language to further distinguish themselves from one another; and social stratification
perpetuated by internal colonialism...
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